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TACKLING SELBY ABBEY’S MAGNIFICENT SEVEN

end in sight for phase 3 repairs to the north choir — bays |-3

PHASE 3 repairs to Selby Abbey are now
underway with works to the eastern
three bays of the north choir, words and
pictures DAVID SHERRIFF,

The phase will see the completion of
all seven bays of the north side together
with the Latham Chapel and the east ele-
vation of the Narth Transept. If funding
is confirmed, worl to the East End will
continue this autumn after the current
phase is complete. There remains a great
deal of work te do.

The Abbey Church, dedicated to Our
Lerd Jesus Christ, 5t Mary the Virgin and
St Germaln, is the largest parish chureh
in the country, with its founding as a
Benedictine Abbey c 1070 following
William I's victory over the northemn earls
in the years following the Morman Con-
quest. It is one of the few monastic
churches to survive as a parish chureh,
The first Abbot of Selby, Benedict, became
unpopular and was forced ro resign
Bay 7 cleresiony parapet and central fowor Befind . 1097, His successor, Abbot Hugh,
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decided to rebulld the Abbey on a site
slightly away from the river, this time in
stone from a new gquarry at Monk Fryswon.

The first part of canstruction was the
central tower, the first two bays of the
nave (to triforium level) and thelr accom-
panying aisles. Following this, the north
and south transepts, the apsidal Norman
choir and then the third and fourth bays
of the nave were bullt, |2th centiry waork
finally included the four western-mast
bays of the nave, the completion of the
triforium and aisle on the north side and
the west front. The southern triforium
and clerestory completed the monastic
church, The chair aisle and clerestory, as
they now are, have been dated to ¢ | 280-
90 and c.1320-40 respectively during
archacological analysis carried out during
the Phase 2 works. The current seven-
bay choir enlarged the earlier, smaller
choir, with the works taling place ata
time when the Abbey was at its peal of
prosperity, Originally to the south of the
nave and south transept. the monastic

buildings are now gone, £

Phased repairs

Current work forms part of an angoing
long-term programme of masonry. roof
and glazing repairs being carried out to
the exterior of the Abbey. The PCC and
Trustaes of the Abbey have an enormaous
fundralsing task, although generous grants
have been received from the EH/HLF
Jaint Scheme for the first four phases. In
October 2001, the World Monument
Fund included Selby Abbey on is Yvatch
List of 101 endangered buildings through-

out the warld. Since than the WMF have
also helped ta secure generous funds for
repairs.

Phase | dealt with the west front and
Phase 2, the four western bays of the
north choir, Latham Chapel and east ele-
vation of the nerth transept, Bath phases
were carried out by William Anelay Led,

Quibell & Sen (Hullp Lud, bagan work
on site in Mareh 2004 and inspecting
architect, Jane Kennedy, of Purcell Miller
Trittan, working in association with the
project architect, David Sherriff of Mar-
tin Stancliffe Architeets, has been able 1o
carry out a thorough survey to agree
replacement stone. A much earlier phase
af wark had included considerable areas
of mortar repair and make up. using a
very hard cement mix which has clearly
caused increased erosion to surraunding
stones. On Phase X works, the mason
was asked to remove these large areas of
cement mortar make-up to ensure the
structure behind was sound. In the event,
we found that in most places, whilse dif-
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ficult ta remave, the cement render was
a relatvely thin covering to eroded, but
sound stones. |n addition ta the areas of
render, earlier repairs had invelved
exeremely full pointing, whereby the 3mm
joints had been widened covering the
arrises with hard mortar.

Discussions on site concluded it would
be worth trying to remave the very hard
cement pointng. which by now had
become very dark grey and had a terrible
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visuial impact an the elevation. Inicially, the
masans carried out a test area of
removal. Extremely fine joints between
the ashlars meant the masons had to be
extremely careful when cutting out. Onee
cut out the re-pointing was carried out
using hydraulic lime martar, The success
of the work is now clear to see,

Conservation of parapets

The early I4th century parapets are of
great interest. In Phase 2, Cliveden Can-
servation Waorkshop Lud carried out care-
ful eleaning and repair to the moulded
parapet and its carved figures, Where
possible, stones have been carefully
cleaned, pinned and pointed, After the
repairs are complete, a lime shelter coat
i= applied. In Phase 3, the approach is con-
tinued {by Cliveden) except that where
figures are missing, they are being
replaced. After a great deal of thought,
the decisian was taken to re-carve new
replacerments for these figures and we are
in the process of agreeing designs. Great
care is being taken to ensure that the new
work compliments the existing carving,
Mew sculptured figures are being com-
missioned from Alan Micklethwaite, for-
merly head carver at Lincaln (and whose
fine work there was illustraced in Church
Building, lssue 87) and now working with
Quibell.

l4th century stone gutter

During the previous phase, when the con-
tractor began taking up the failed asphalt
clerestory parapet gutter, we were all
pleased ta discover the original early 14th
century dished stone channel, still in
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remarkably good condition. The large
stones had extremely fine joints and ran
the full depth of the gutter from under
the parapet to under the wallplace of the
1908 rebuilt choir reof. Some modifica-
tions were required in order to retain the
stone gueter, and, with the addition of a
new downpipe at the west end of the
clerestory, the existing stone channel was
lcept intact beneath the timber gutter
soles of the new lead gutter. ¥¥e anrici-
pate finding the stone gutter continuing
eastwards along the remaining length of
the wall,

Glazing
Clerestory windows are being re-leaded,
while ground level aisle windows areg.
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being repaired and eleaned in-situ, There
are small amounts of medieval glass. A
great deal of damage was done to glass in
the fire of 1906, Barley Studios Lid is car-
rying out the work,

The Phase 3

The works are a continuation of the
approach talken with phase 2. Carrying
out the work in two phases has enabled
the specification to be written with ear-
lier discoveries in mind. However, as is
usually the case, it is not uneil scaffolding
access is available that the true extent of
decay can be confirmed and final decisions
made about which stones should be
removed and which can be reined,
Owerall, we have taken as light a touch as

Phose 2, By T clerestory, releoalsd window and new downpips
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