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SO FTURE P TUIES: STERT I R Ao BT

ne sy cyeming i b
ten foot statae of 3 'k i
general was STnek by hght
ning. The figure, mounted
L4 Fepr up on 2 gia
eolumn, crashed straight 1o the
thae could be saved was o bea
head, and*

The stricken LS EITGLE
garden ornament. The garden was H
prohably the world's most inriguing and
hewitching fuwlssape sarden: And the koot
that tied the ads of thiz complex
culmiral icon togethier was this scalpture — @t
likeness of the gerden’s remarkable creator
Rickard Temple, Lord Cobham,

Twd years ago. scalpor Tim Lees was
given: the task of re-creating what would be
the birgest hand-carved #tone stigue made in
this country. for well over- 100 years, Lées
sculpts in an ammasphers that is fyihing b
calm: and contemplative. When we visiced
him it was reezing cold mhis studio, a con
verted farm building i Wileshire: and the
noise was deafening as Lees and his assis
tints, coverad i a Rlmoof white dust,:cul
it wast stone hlocks with a peeurmatic drill.

1ts the head, of course, that’s the mest
teieky hesays, The way o asvokd mis ]
12 o work from che frong of the block —-and
ot femove: anvthing from: the back undl
vou're completely happiy with: the likeness.
Thiar way, you have thie option of cuttbing
deeper if vou have ws'

A ot of time, thought and research has
WO AR this: reconstretion, Lecs, who
wurks for the specialist company Glivedan
Carsservation, koew that the iigore had been
modeiled ona Roman general. Lockily, e
bl che all-important head and Fce
of himy 1o copy; the rest axielptor il pm_in:u.“-.
team have pioced together by studying
Dresgsd te kil Temple was oné of Marlborough's generals, and fought the French in Flanders records, old phetopsiphis and thie work of
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The Pailadian Bridge and Gothic Temple nestls in 8 dresm-Hie and: averiooked by Lord Goblam's uncceupled aolumn
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ULPTLIFE FIGTURES: STEVE Oy HTFLOsmnEsy BUTLER

the sriginal sculpror, Scheemakers, |
[he pose wid anspired by 2 memerial
foumd in a church at Rockingham n

Narthampronshire; costume details were
confirmed by omparison with a series of
{ miticary Fgures o the Forelgn Office in
| Fi1 G RN .’-".-A-J;'i‘:;-"mrn_m e ﬂ-‘l 5 ;. Whitehall. ,

A o e b i AT - : ‘Ie's about studying the detail, o]

i — el rgd it

Lies cxplaing, ‘Lake the way they would |
Fiave inteypresed sandals, or armour. e
cightegnth-century idea of what a Roman
Looked Tike is probably quite different from
curs. W ve made It s aooiTate £ We Can,
bt even a7 few hineleed vears' dvne when
the statue has weathered, Texpeoa good an
historian would spotwhen this was made.

Soulprng this vast replica Viscount has
caken nearky a vear, and Lees has had owo
wears of living with the praject. Soowill he
fnite him now he's high on his pillar at
Srowed T must admir, T did have a ligde
pang when he went off 1 the back ol a
lorry. B D'm all nght new!
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Et in Arcadla...

Pare work of art, pare political manifeso, the
garden ar Sowe was a completcly criginal
GOMEERL, L extravaganty ecoentric Crenr
ajan ergation that was inspired by a dream,
and came o be an absession,

Tliis was the landscape designier Charles
Bridgeman's masterpiece, and also *Capa:
bilicy' Byown's fivst raining groond, Yel the
N : impenias behind the schene was the worl of
2 &F ol L ! qa ! . ave-man alone, Desertbed by his contemp-

; oE ; prary Jonachan Swift a5 ‘the geeatest Whig
i the army; Richard Temple, Lord Gob-
fuirm was one of Marlhorough's generals,
He prided himsell on beuyg descended from
a family of great radicls thar was aosi-Swe |
are and procliberty, arsd espomsed the ideals
af the Glorous Revalution.
2 _."";i.ll'l{.‘r’dl_.{h vw:n'li an Stowe wis b-:‘E‘,Lll!_il'.
P o Tt < v : —— : 1711, it wasn't untl Lord Cobham fell
Lovd Cobhani'a garden charts a nation's journay to reedern, His pillar (35) i on the west side out with the: Hagoverian George 1T and Tig
Prime Minister. Robert Walpoke diar the
notion of an experiment in 'moral garden-
g veally gripped him. Retreating into the
political wilderness, Cabham threw himaelf
it creating 2 garden of ideas — a place,
alyepye all, about the nodor of lbery.

Bichard Wheeler, the Trust’s expert on
Sipwve, has been compaigning 1o reatore the
crumbling garden for years, It is, he savs,
anigue, ‘Lord Cobham was re wriring the
history of Britain, only he was using bild
ings aned landscape instead af the pem. Stowe
tells the seory of the goddess Liberty from
ler hivth in Gicece: - hence the Gredan
Valley - to her lasting home in Bricain, in
the Temple of Libesty!

[0 1713 theve were just six garden seaff,
kst by 1718 there were nearly 30 wiTking
wrler faremen sach as Thomas Pt'd.s:.Jﬁhn
Cornic and Willizm Turpin, whose names
4ve celebrated in some of the walks they
created, Gobham's obsession with the
progress of hit canals, mownts and avenues
wais such that when head gardener Edward
| Tive Tample of British Warthiés celabrates such figums of Whig worship as King Alfred Bissefl broke his feg, he had a specially
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